CP Biology Course Syllabus 2014-2015
Teacher:  T. Raudman


Textbook:  Miller & Levine Biology

Room:  185
Website:  http://raudman.weebly.com 
Email:  traudman@suhsd.net
Course Description/Objective:  
This course is designed to meet or exceed the California State Content Standards for Biology/Life Sciences and Investigation/Experimentation adopted in 1998.  Students that pass the course will demonstrate an improved understanding of the interaction between living and non-living components of our unique planet.  The course will cover various topics including but not limited to: Cell Biology, Genetics, Ecology, Evolution and Human Physiology. As a basis for this understanding, we will focus on as many of the three domains of life alongside the history of life on Earth through geologic time.  Inquiry based Lab Activities, Projects, Investigation and Experimentation are an integral part of the course.  Students will learn how to apply the scientific method as a basis for developing understanding of this process.  Students will also be challenged to develop critical thinking skills and conduct scientific writing to satisfy Common Core and Next Generation Science Standards.
Course Materials: Students will be considered tardy unless materials are brought to class each day
Students will need to have 400 index cards, pens and pencils, 300 sheets of college rule paper, a 3-ring 1.5” Binder with 5 dividers and a cover page, scissors, a pencil sharpener, a flash drive of at least 2 GB capacity and a package of colored pencils and/or pens.  Notebooks will need to be arranged by date of assignment for each section and have the following sections in order:

1.  Cover Page including Name, Period, Class and Table of Contents and is at the front of the notebook
2.  Kickoff (Problems of the Day) and Reflection The most current in front of section
3.  Notes (class notes and Cornell Notes if necessary): The most current in front of section
4.  Chapter/Unit Assignment Sheets:  The most current in front of section
5.  Labs and Projects: The most current in front of section
6.  Quizzes, Tests and Grade Reports:
Classroom Format:

Students will be given Chapter/Unit Assignment Sheets (or CUA’s) that will be turned in by the due date listed on the front of the CUA.  The packets may contain reading assignments, worksheets, and problem sets and is expected to be completed in the time given to complete the Chapter/Unit.   The Due date may, at times be flexible and may be modified from what is listed on the CUA and on Mr. Raudman’s website.  Students will find that assigned readings prepare them for class activities where we will explore content more thoroughly.  Please read assignments before class so you are prepared for class discussion and activities.  Cornell Notes are encouraged but will not be mandatory unless a student’s grade slips below 80% on each formative assessment that will be given approximately one week before a Unit Test.  
Classroom Safety:
Safety infractions can result in students being dismissed from labs 
1. Be alert and do your best to avoid accidents

2. Equipment and supplies may be handled only after instructions are given

3. Immediately report accidents and breakages to the instructor

4. Exercise caution when working with hot objects, flame, and sharp equipment

5. Horseplay will not be tolerated and will end up in loss of lab privilege or administrative action
Expectations:
1. Be on time, in your assigned seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

2. Begin quietly working on the daily Kickoff or listed assignment as role is taken
3. Have a positive attitude…we will have a great year!!!
Absences and Late Work:

1. When absent make work up in a timely manner 

2. You will be given approximately one day to make up work per day of absence

3. When missing class students are expected to contact me before or during the absence to get make-up work via email at traudman@suhsd.net

4. Late work will not be graded and will count for ½ the normal points if it is turned in within 24 hours of the original due date.  It will be worth 0 points if turned in later!!!  ________ initial  

5. Students will need to see Mr. Raudman for a signature on late work or it will not be accepted  

6. If a student communicates an extenuating circumstance or attends a prearranged tutorial before the due date, Mr. Raudman may grant leeway on an assignment due date.   

7. In the event of a two day or longer absence please contact Mrs. O’Leary or Mrs. Armstrong to set up an independent study contract (STIS).  We require students to contact us no less than two weeks prior to the absence if possible 
Rules/Consequences:

All school rules outlined in the student handbook apply in Mr. Raudman’s class.  The consequence/s for breaking rules may vary, however I will strive to formulate a consequence that is fair, productive and matches both the infraction and student (taking the student’s history of behavior into account).  I will do everything in my power to act with fairness and consistency.  Examples of consequences I have successfully employed in the past include:

A simple verbal or written warning
After school or lunch detention
One or more delayed consequences that take into account student, parent and administrative suggestions 

Student/teacher conference
Parent/student/teacher conference with or without administrative support
Behavior and/or Learning Contract signed by all concerned parties
Referral, Saturday School or worse…
Grading:

Grading will be conducted on a standard grading scale using 10% increments.  Overall grading will be determined as follows:

Notebooks 10% They are checked once per quarter for completeness. Each required assignment that is missing will be a  point deduction out of 10 possible points Please see the Cornell Note Explanation on my website  www.raudman.weebly.com 
Chapter/Unit Assignments 10% 

Labs and Projects 20% 

Tests and Quizzes 60%, all tests and quizzes are open notebook throughout the year and test corrections are expected for tests under 80% 
Extra Credit may be given for personalized projects but shall not exceed 7% of the overall grade. 
Good luck and I look forward to having you all in CP Biology!!
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Mr. Raudman

